
Unit Planner

Unit Title: Exploring Community Issues

Culminating Assessment Task: Informative essay about a community issue.

CBL Approaches (check all that apply)
Instructional connections✓

Community integration✓

Community participation✓

Citizen action✓

Core Elements needed to demonstrate mastery of assessment/ complete Task
- Research skills
- Informative essay writing skills (organization, structure, body paragraph content)
- Compassion (sympathy and empathy) for others
- Community-centered mindset
- Computer skills (research/reading and writing)
- 21st-Century skills (communication, collaboration, critical thinking, creativity)

Notes

Inspirational Stories
● Beyond Boundaries
● The Story of Ed Roberts Ed Roberts Story (Common Lit)

Use these examples to model every step of the process:
● Model Secondary data
● Model Survey results
● Model Interview responses
● Model Combined data sheet
● Model Data themes sheet
● Model Essay graphic organizer
● Model Essay outline
● Model Written essay
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/16xcx0g9aK6wQjmByLhLD8lieAvewGinOsO8PKaP5UlM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ed-Roberts
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/on-disability-rights-highlights-from-speeches-by-ed-roberts
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FeL8pnhse4OlEGFGjgwDLUt8eRLzJfofQpvbPVOh5jU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T1D8XZa0GIMfzG524GZwZpkHDaJCMgQq8e2CwV0OkQU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lG491tWlX670UnJ6S7MPyTKS3U5di5jeAW72UnoCmiE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qxiYiZjgnHwv4tLO_UZr8OJz1usTPbg3rrnlPfEJ8qY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yyxz-2KfoeLM45AwFsTx2z38qD-DG3BR6XO5nJkLdXI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qOVs_I8vL5kV5kHslN3lThraEz8wPzHekeZM-xZVtlw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/164AzHbjYqbngKQgQRF2Y4DmXO6PAhdVUchgH1AS3OUo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bj7t3-g2TYp1haKVbW2Wqsyc-P-Yr8nWiPs1vJo8IwU/edit?usp=sharing


Daily or Weekly
Focus
#) Topic

Enduring
Understanding Learning Activities

Assignments
(towards completion
of the culminating

task) Resources/ Materials
Mini-Assessments/

CFUs Notes

1) Being part of a
Community

Individuals contribute to the
strength and vitality of a
community through active
engagement, empathy, and a
sense of shared responsibility.

Nearpod, videos, readings, group
activities, think pair share,
presentations, jig saw, Kahoot,
Peardeck, Mentimeter, starters,
reflections, discussion protocols,
guest speakers, field trips Week 1 activities

The Importance of Community
Social Groups: Crash Course Sociology #16
What is Community Development? An Introduction
Types of communities for kids - What is a community? [KS1 PSHE]

Social-groups-and-social-networks
Types of groups (article)
Types of groups (AI modified article)
Important Community Values
Values and Responsibilities
Importance-of-community

Student reflections provide
insight into students ideas
around community.

Students should be able to
identify the various communities
they belong to by the end of tnis
week.

2) Community
Needs

Communities thrive when
members collaboratively
identify, prioritize, and address
their collective needs,
fostering a sense of belonging
and interconnectedness.

Nearpod, videos, readings, group
activities, think pair share,
presentations, jig saw, Kahoot,
Peardeck, Mentimeter, starters,
reflections, discussion protocols,
guest speakers, field trips Week 2 activities

The Everyone a Changemaker Movement: Narrated by a Young Change…
Changemaking.net Video Playlist
Stories of young changemakers (video playlist)

Stories of Young Changemakers
Joshua's Changemaker Journey

List of Community Issues
NatGeo- Students and Social Justice

Student reflections provide
insight into students ideas
around community.

Students should have issues
identified by the end of this
week.

3) Collecting
Secondary Data

Secondary data serves as a
foundational element in
research processes,
empowering them to explore,
interpret, and contribute to
various academic and
real-world contexts

Nearpod, videos, readings, group
activities, think pair share,
presentations, jig saw, Kahoot,
Peardeck, Mentimeter, starters,
reflections, discussion protocols,
guest speakers, field trips Week 3 activities

Assessing Community Needs and Resources | Section 13. Conducting
Surveys

How to Evaluate Sources for Reliability - Writing for Kids
Qualitative and Quantitative Data
Research Design: Choosing your Data Collection Methods | Scribbr 🎓 Collect secondary data

Students should collect their
secondary data by the end of
this week.

4) Collecting
Primary Data

Primary data not only equips
them with essential research
skills but also allows them to
actively contribute to the
generation of new knowledge
and solutions within various
academic and practical
contexts.

Nearpod, videos, readings, group
activities, think pair share,
presentations, jig saw, Kahoot,
Peardeck, Mentimeter, starters,
reflections, discussion protocols,
guest speakers, field trips Week 4 activities

Assessing Community Needs and Resources | Section 12. Conducting
Interviews
Qualitative Methods to Assess Community Issues
Research Methods Guide: Interview Research.

How to Create Google Form | Google Forms Complete Tutorial | 2020
how to create  online questionnaire l how to use Google Form l step by st…
Creating a survey in Google Forms Create surveys and interviews

Students should collect their
primary data by the end of this
week.

5) Planning an
Informative Essay

Crafting an informative essay
requires careful planning,
including the identification of
key issues, organization of
ideas, and the use of
evidence, to effectively
communicate insights about
community needs.

Nearpod, videos, readings, group
activities, think pair share,
presentations, jig saw, Kahoot,
Peardeck, Mentimeter, starters,
reflections, discussion protocols,
guest speakers, field trips Week 5 activities

CAP Informative Essay Rubric
CAP Informative Essay Graphic Organizer
CAP Informative Essay Outline

How to Write an Essay for Beginners - Outline to Draft
How to Create a Clearly Structured Essay Outline | Scribbr 🎓
Intro. to Informative Writing

How to Write an Informative Essay: Expert Tips and Techniques Complete the graphic organizer

Students should complete their
graphic organizers by the end of
this week.

6) Writing an
Informative Essay

Effective communication of
community needs through an
informative essay involves
clear, purposeful writing that
engages the audience,
promotes understanding, and
inspires action toward positive
change.

Nearpod, Videos, Readings, Group
Activities, think pair share,
presentations, jig saw, Kahoot,
Peardeck, Mentimeter, do nows,
reflections, discussion protocols,
guest speakers, field trips Week 6 activities

CAP Informative Essay Rubric
CAP Informative Essay Outline

How to Write an Essay: 4 Minute Step-by-step Guide | Scribbr 🎓
How to Write an Informative Essay [Easiest Way]
HOW TO WRITE AN INFORMATIONAL ESSAY - Middle School
Intro. to Informative Writing
How to Reference in an Essay (3 Simple Tips) Complete the informative essay

Students should complete their
essays by the end of this week.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQUjDOgYLnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wFZ5Dbj8DA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdNlogJ3GdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuoMQV1FxvI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qH2cbSiEuXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyS8Uiq1Ej4&list=PL4c_sUqnnlfGurrcFM61L3PAoXhSf1tz9&index=86
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2EIfg-13vk&list=PL4c_sUqnnlfGurrcFM61L3PAoXhSf1tz9&index=93
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1k8rcYUmbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=105&v=dwFsRZv4oHA&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fsca_esv%3D591276386%26rlz%3D1C5CHFA_enUS993US994%26sxsrf%3DAM9HkKlr8KyVCypV8QqPUzJofhWgEg8Gsw%3A1702665066153%26&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo&themeRefresh=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q17s84ADGfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sP3lTgz2HkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkLSXP5HxZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywAS355sdks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqhgENMJAWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwzfnDbZCRQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqkgjaRKpRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuOWNNvupik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zltk_eo9p90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EO8uYSgn_hw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqkgjaRKpRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZIu2pfbN6Q&t=5s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JudGhuFAV6fnXapqx35kcj5eTQcN-kXL55kEyhkDMDo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/mcat/society-and-culture/social-structures/a/what-are-social-groups-and-social-networks
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V-MnvnBxZiZDIAXujR1PZOFPv7XhYW7fUX2fsndOwDI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gDnTsjCHOxHsCzYzdvR6Xf0hLTTj34tKxlr6c5v1vYQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://publicinterestdesign.wvu.edu/files/d/a503f789-6463-4b80-bc8f-3e9a779a1085/what-values-do-you-feel-are-important-in-your-community.pdf
https://qknowbooks.gitbooks.io/class_4_citizenship-values-and-responsiblities-in-/content/chapter1.html
https://www.betterup.com/blog/importance-of-community
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YO4B1EQI5E4b6tm3Scy4n4BiZFjY5i763CZ6D5OboBw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4c_sUqnnlfFESaXdSK36i2NODEUzdtS3
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4c_sUqnnlfGurrcFM61L3PAoXhSf1tz9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bqMY8Lf_zEzqRNiM9j_uH-KaAwdzEDCsDaXtAcFKtGs/edit
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/search?q=social%20justice%20students&location=srp&type=manual
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10_HKYujShFzWtZI9oqsG7i7LEWBbt3TJM8ZkB99EnEU/edit?usp=sharing
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/conduct-surveys/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/conduct-surveys/main
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VdxJbE9n7KIka-9e-iDWYWfx69hM_G5yu77xsqPC370/edit?usp=sharing
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/conduct-interviews/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/conduct-interviews/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/assessment/assessing-community-needs-and-resources/qualitative-methods/main
https://guides.lib.vt.edu/researchmethods/interviews#:~:text=Interviews%20are%20most%20effective%20for,depth%20information%20will%20be%20collected
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G_yQO-H9eDIErSQPRlnkkIwQx-rblOaugz2Bdfqb0Fk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Vt7kuJPrZPdfKq-wZLpoW6uubIaY7FVHDcNVGfxKXk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kCaPfIlN8Ec_dn368m_Sn0tbu-5sNxTAv2caDdQgtD4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1veKxZ2UYDf5EY1uTSChxXxmvFpGdbQp747PBv2R6wFk/edit?usp=sharing
https://essaypro.com/blog/informative-essay
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hkujEwaLkVhMYRNM7hN6NgcwssJJZ6mjxgN2XPmvsrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19Vt7kuJPrZPdfKq-wZLpoW6uubIaY7FVHDcNVGfxKXk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1veKxZ2UYDf5EY1uTSChxXxmvFpGdbQp747PBv2R6wFk/edit?usp=sharing


Additional Resources:
​ Youth Advocacy

● Ashoka: Ashoka
● Youth Activists Toolkit: Toolkit

​ News Articles:
● CNN 10: CNN 10
● Newsela: Newsela
● Scholastic News: Scholastic News

​ Community Profiles:
● National Geographic: National Geographic
● Local government websites: Search for your local government's website for community profiles and reports.

​ TED-Ed Talks:
● TED-Ed: TED-Ed Talks

​ Government Websites:
● Explore your local government's official website.

​ Nonprofit Organizations:
● Habitat for Humanity: Habitat for Humanity
● Feeding America: Feeding America
● American Red Cross: American Red Cross

​ Digital Libraries:
● Project Gutenberg: Project Gutenberg
● Google Books: Google Books

​ Interactive Maps:
● PolicyMap: PolicyMap

​ Interviews and Oral Histories:
● StoryCorps: StoryCorps

© 2023 CBE Consulting
CBEmovement.com

https://www.ashoka.org/en-us
https://advocatesforyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Youth-Activist-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/cnn10
https://newsela.com/
https://sn56.scholastic.com/home-page-logged-in.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
https://ed.ted.com/lessons
https://www.habitat.org/
https://www.feedingamerica.org/
https://www.redcross.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://books.google.com/
https://www.policymap.com/
https://storycorps.org/

